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SUBJECT: HANOI-PEKING DIFFERENCES 

1. SUMMARY: DIFFERING TREATMENT OF REPORTING ON THE 
DRVN ECONOMIC DELEGATION VISIT TO PEKING BY CHINESE 
(NCNA) AND VIETNAM (VNA) NEWS AGENCIES APPEARS TO POINT 
DIRECTLY TO DIFFERENCES IN POLICIES AND INTERESTS 
BETWEEN HANOI AND PEKING. HANOI'S PRIME CONCERN 
APPEARS TO BE INCREASED AND LONG-TERM ECONOMIC ASSIST- 
ANCE FROM PEKING WHILE PEKING APPEARS TO BE MOST 
RELUCTANT TO MAKE SUCH COMMITMENTS, AT LEAST PUBLICLY, 
ESPECIALLY SINCE THE DELEGATION'S NEXT STOP IS MOSCOW. 
OVERSHADOWING THE ENTIRE VISIT IS PEKING'S PREPARATIONS 
FOR TODAY’S ARRIVAL OF THE CAMBODIAN LEADERS. END 
SUMMARY 
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2. DISCREPANCIES IN VNA AND NCNA REPORTING OF THE 
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CURRENT PEKING VISIT BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ECONOMIC 
DELEGATION HEADED BY POLITBURO MEMBER LE THANH NGHI 
REFLECT CONSIDERABLE DIFFERENCE IN POLICIES AND INTERESTS 
BETWEEN HANOI AND PEKING. BOTH VNA AND NCNA CARRIED 
EXCERPTS OF THE TOASTS AT THE BANQUET HOSTED BY PRC 
VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN. IN NCNA'S VERSION LI 
HSIEN-NIEN APPEARS TO IGNORE THE US, EXCEPT FOR HIS 
REFERENCE TO THE VIETNAMESE STRUGGLES AGAINST "IMPERIALISM, 
COLONIALISM, AND HEGEMONISM." THIS PHRASE WAS LEFT OUT 
BY VNA, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE OF SOVIET SENSITIVITIES ON 
THE HEGEMONY ISSUE, BUT VNA DID QUOTE LI AS CONDEMNING 
"US IMPERIALISTS." VNA ALSO HAD LI USING STANDARD PRC 
PHRASEOLOGY OF THE HANOI-PEKING RELATIONSHIP AS BEING 
LIKE THE LIPS AND TEETH, A PHRASE WHICH DID NOT APPEAR 
IN THE NCNA VERSION. 

3. THE NCNA VERSION OF THE TOASTS WAS CONCENTRATED ON 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES INCLUDING THE CAMBODIAN VICTORY 
AND APPEARED IN PLACES AN ATTEMPT TO CONDEMN THE SOVIETS 
WITHOUT MENTIONING THEM DIRECTLY. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

VNA EMPHASIZED STRICTLY BILATERAL MATTERS, PARTICULARLY 
THEIR REQUEST FOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE.NOT ONLY FOR THE 
PRESENT BUT FOR THE NEW FIVE-YEAR PLAN. VNA QUOTES LE 
THANH NGHI AS STATING FLATLY THAT HIS TALKS HAD CENTERED 
ON "CHINA'S AID TO VIETNAM FOR 1976 AND ON THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF LONG-TERM ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
FROM 1976 TO 1980." ACCORDING TO VNA, LE CONCLUDED 
BY INDICATING THAT "AN INCREASE IN THE SUPPORT AND 
ASSISTANCE OF THE FRATERNAL CHINESE PEOPLE" WILL BE "OF 
GREAT IMPORTANCE." NCNA MENTIONS NONE OF THIS, AN 
INDICATION THAT THE PRC IS PROBABLY NOT READY TO BE 
TIED TO LONG-TERM INCREASED ASSISTANCE TO VIETNAM, 

ESPECIALLY PRIOR TO KNOWING WHAT RECEPTION THE DELEGATION 
WILL RECEIVE WHEN IT MOVES ON TO MOSCOW. 

4. ALSO OF INTEREST IS THE ABSENCE OF BOTH PEKING’S 
AMBASSADOR TO HANOI, FU HAO, AND HANOI'S AMBASSADOR TO 
PEKING, BOTH AT THE MEETINGS AND AT THE AIRPORTS. EACH 
TIME THE TWO COUNTRIES WERE REPRESENTED BY THEIR CHARGES. 

FU HAO ALSO WAS NOT PRESENT IN HANOI ON AUGUST 1 (ARMY 
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DAY) BUT, IF NOT IN HANOI, HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE 
FOR GREETING THE LE DELEGATION ON ARRIVAL IN PEKING. 

5. ALTHOUGH IT HAS BEEN STANDARD PRACTICE FOR DRVN 
DELEGATIONS SEEKING AID TO VISIT BOTH MOSCOW AND PEKING 
ON THE SAME TRIP, WE DOUBT WHETHER THE CHINESE APPROVE 
OF THIS METHOD AND THEY HAVE PROBABLY ALSO BEEN PUT OFF 
BY THE VIETNAMESE DELEGATION'S APPARENT STRONG APPEAL 
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FOR INCREASED AND LONG-TERM ASSISTANCE. PRESUMABLY, 

THE CHINESE WOULD PREFER KNOWING JUST WHAT THE SOVIETS 
ARE PREPARED TO DONATE BEFORE BEING PRESSURED INTO ANY 
COMMITMENTS. AT THE SAME TIME, THE VIETNAMESE DELEGATION'S 
VISIT TO PEKING IS ALREADY BEING OVERSHADOWED BY TODAY'S 
ARRIVAL OF KHIEU SAMPHAN AND IENG SARY, WHO HAVE HAD A 
WELCOMING PEOPLE'S DAILY EDITORIAL BEFITTING A CHIEF OF 
STATE. 

CROSS 
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